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; vat ions to my fellow citineqs, on à new Society er Inftitation. 
F lately eflabliſhed throughout the continent, Compoſed of the 
Ma jor-Genetals, Brigadiers, and other Officers of our army. 

It is inſtn ured by the name of.. THE SOCIETY OF THE CHV- 
CINNATTI,” and it has arrived to conſiderable ſtrength and matu- 
rity already. For befides the Grand or General Society of this order, a 
ſubordinafe or State Setidly is eſtahliſhed in each Nate: and theſe again. 
ſubdivided “into ſuch diftrits as tall be directed by the State 8o- 
creties; - The Generel Society is to be held on the firſt Monday in 
May annually, fo long as they ſhatt deem neceffary; and” after: 
wards at leaſt once in every three years. The ſtate Societies are to 
1 the fourth of July annually, or oſtner, if they ſhalF find' it ex- 

dent.“ | 

K Major-General Eiron Bteuben is appointed Ciend 2 of the Order, 
vader the more humble titiof Prad; and each State Society as 
well as the Grand one has alſo its Prefident, Vice-Preſident, Secre- 
tary, Treaſurer and Vice Treaſurer! Annual communications of 
the States with each other, by circular letters are enjoined; 
„% And. the Genera) | Meeting of the Societvy ſhall confſt of its 
officers, and. a repreſentation, from each ſtate in number not ex- 
ceeding five .. whoſet expences Mall» be borne: by the reſpetive 
State Societies.” So. that here are delegates to-be ſeat to form a 


T2 fotowirg publication is ibtendect to cotvey a few obſer- 
4 


general con ventipn or congreſs. of the order. They have alſo ja- 


fiituted a badgeof honour,” or what they call“ an Order by which 
ies members ſhall be known and diſtipgüfſhed. kt is 4 medal” of 
gold in the figure of an eagle, with an ipfcription on the face and 
reverſe, alluding to the time of eſtabliſhing the order, and to their 
having ſaved the republic. And this badge of diſtinction, is to 
be luſpended. hy a deep blue _ribboa two inches wide, edged. with 
white, deſcriptive of the Union between America and France; 
and to be worn by each member, as the French and. Britiſh nobility 


wear their flars and rtbhons, the infiguia of their peerage,” They” - 
hae already conferred the honour aud freedom of their Order ou 


his excellency the Freueh Ambaſador, his excelfency the Steur 
Gerard, la e miniſter plenipotentiary, the count d*Eftaing,. 
count de Graſſe, count de ERR the chevalier de Touches, 
coupt Rochambezu, and the. gederals and edlonels of his army. 
And it is reported that ſeveral crowned heads and princes in Eu- 
rope, are to dignify-ir-by becoming honorary members of it. Con- 
greſs for political reaſons no doubt, winks at it ; and no one ſtate, 
nor body of mea in aby one of t hem; hade giben.it the Raft oppoſi- 
tion. The diſcretion of the commander in chief, which I take to be 
his diſtiuguiſhing characleriſtie, is fignal'on this octaffon; for he 
has appeared quite neutral in this buſineſe, if ve except his ym 
, * » d 4 
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ing an honorary member of it. I believe the officers do not declare 
themſelves to each other; and that on this occaſion, there is too 
moch truth in the remark of an able philoſopher, “that there is no 
man. who lets. his neareſt ſriend fre the bottom of his heart 39 
The more l refleft on this inſtitution, and the political conſequen- 
ces it will involve, the more am I filled with aſtoniſn ment, that ſelf 
created as it is, and Coming upon us in ſo bold and queſtionable an 
appearance, ſo deeply planned, and cloſely executed, yet that it 
Mould have been ſo Jrttle attended to, that it is not-even the ſubjet 
of-private conyerſation. Could I for a moment view this Order with 
indifference, it would be impoſſible not to ſmile, to behofd the po- 
pulace of America, in their town committees and town meetings, 
{o keenly bent on petty miſchiefs, in full chaſe and cry after a few 
inſignifican+. tories, and running on regardleſs of an eflabliſhment, 
which ere long muſt ſtrip the poſterity of the middling and lower 
elafſes of every influence or authority, and leave them nothing but 
infignificance, contempt, and the wretched privilege of marmuring 
when it is too late So thoughtleſs arc the multituſe 7 
My deſign at preſent is to ſhew, firft, What this Order or Society 
; . ſeems to be; in the next place, To demonſtrate what it really is, 
\ 97 and will turn ont to be; and laſſly, To prove there is an abſolute 
4 aeceffity of extirpating it altogether. N NE Gs 
| Prom the outfide appearance of their Afecierion, or inflrument of 
| writing which combines this Order, and which has been ſent thro? 
1 the ſiates by circular letters, it is nothing more thao an © Affocis- 
= | tion, Conſtitution, and Combination of the Generals, and other 
| Officers of the Army, who have ſerved three years, or were derang- 
ed by Congrels, into a Society of Friends, o per pet vate the memo 
«ry of the Revolution, and their own mutual friendſhip ; to endure 
0s long as they ſhall endure, % any of beit eg male poſterity, and in 
«failpre thereof, the collateral branches 0 > be judged worthy of becoming ity 
„ ſupporters and members: To attend ince 2 to preſęr ve in violate the 
<«exaitedrights and liberties of human nature; for which they fought 
«and bled: To promote and cheriſh between the teſpective ſtares 
% Union and National Honor: To render permanent, cordial affe&i> 
g, and-the ſpirit of Srotherly kindneſs among the officers : To ex- 
tend acts of beneficence towards thoſe officers and their families who 
«may unfortunatdy be under the neceflity of receiving it.“ They 
advance each a months pay, and open a door far donations from 
others got of the ſociety, and for the charitable purpoſe of raifing a 
fund, as well as for the pole one, of engaging the leading men of 
each ſtate in the interefis of the Order, they have the following rule: 
% And as there wilt at all times be men in the reſpective Nates, emi- 
« neat for their #bilities and patriotiſm, whoſe viewsmay be des- 
d to the ſame ſaudable objects with thoſe of the Cincinnati; it ſhalt 
* be'a rule to admit ſuch characters, as honorary members of the ſo- 
s ciety for their own lives only: Provided that the number of he Ho- 
norary members does not exceed a ratioof one to four of the officers 
« and their deſcendents.” - 
The quotations I have made are the words of the General ei. 
ation , (0 that it ſeems ta be the offspring of patriotiſm, friendihip, 
and humani'y And that many of tne officers who have ot clHely 
viewed the ſubject, favour it from thoſe principles, I have no doubt. 
But as ſeveral of them are equal in kriowledge and abilities to any 
men in America, it is hardly pope but that ſome of them mi 
fee into the nature and conſequences of the*inflirvrion. Far ts 
come to the ſecond part of my. argument, it is in reality, and 1 
turn out to be, an breditary prerages a nobility to them aud their . 4 
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ie, and in default thereof, to this coletdrs! branches : what the lawyers 


would call—A title of peerage of Cincinnati to them and-their heirs 
male, remaindec,.to their heirs general. ot © 
The fixth article of our confederation ſays, ** Nor ſhall the United 


States in Congreſs aſſembled, nor any of them grant any title of _ . 
. Nobility?” But the order of Cincinnati uſurp a nobility without 
© gift or grant, in defia ne of Congreſs and the ſtates, as I ſhall ſhe» 

Freſentiy. And though the order cannot, at preſent be ſanQified hy 
legal authoyity, yer that makes nothing againſt the conſequences 


which will enſue. Though the Order is felf-created, and an in- 


- fringement of a general law of the Union; yet if the courage of the, 


officers does not fail :hem; if they-but keep vp with firmneſs and 
Perſe verance againſt oppoſition, for this will be but trifling, ſo un- 
thinking are the people; if they have but patience, ſubtilty, and 
addreſs to cloke their deſigu under a pious name of raiſing a charts 
table fond; ſo as to make it go down. only for a few years; even if. 
theF are obliged from policy to lay aide the badge and blue ribbon; My, 
life fort, they-will have leiſure'to laugh at, and maſter their op- 
ponents. Aud the next generation will drink as Jeep of noble blood, 
and a hereditary peerage be as 1.9 ſettled in each potent ſamily, 
and rivetted in our government, as any order of nobility is ia the, 
monarchiesof-Europe, - This Qrger is planted in a fiery, hot ambi- 
Lion, apd thirſt for power; aad its branches will end..in tyranny., 


* 


$88 Cincinnati will ſoon. be corrupted, and A of the people. © 


epreſſed ; for. in leſs than a century it will occa on. ſuch an ineq ua 
I:ty in tne condition of, our 'ijhabyants, that che country will bs, 


* compoſed only of two tanks of men: the patriciaus or nobles, and 


the rabble. This is the natpral reſvjt of an «fiabliſhment, whoſe 


departure is ſo ſudden from our open profeſſions of repyplicaaily: 
that it muſt give a thinking mind; moſt melancholy forebodings: - 


This creating of a nobility, and breaking through our conſtitution, 
Juſt as we SY 


etting out in the world, is making that liberty. 
which the Almighty bas given us, a means for feeding our pride; 
and turning the bleſſings of Providence into a curſe upon us. 

Had this order been created by Congreſs or our own legiſlature, 


even in e lation of the confederation and of our laws, I Hong ad 


cingath, ſanified by an act of Aſſembly or of Congreſs, would 
ynderftgod by all of us. Their pretenfions and excluß ve privileges, 


think it a matter of ſueh moment; dukes, earls, or peers of the Cin · 


*% 
* 


the mode of their trial for life and death, &c; aſcertained. But the 


_ ſelf-created Cincinnati, like a proud imperious man, would ſet no 


hounds to its claims... Jealous that jt held not any thing on its own. 


ambitions terms, as they had cut and carved titles for themſelves 
 end-their poſſerity, they would be fill graſping for every thing; 


and riſing from one uſurpat ion to another, as they ſocceeded. 


Let vs examine the oftenible reaſons for inſſituting the Cincjo- 
pati. - Firſt, © to perpetuate the remembrance of the revolution.“ 


But will not the hittorian more effectually tranſmit to. pofterit 


* | 
the memory of the revolution; and the illuſtrions actions atchieved 
in bringing it abou: ? And as to © preſerving inviolate the exalted 


rights of human natyre ;'theſe rights will in my opinion be much 
better preſerved inviolate by ha ving no difind ode of; patricians or 
nability among vs: which, however thought neceſſary to ſupport 


the throne of a prince, or form. a barrier between him and his peo; 


ple, is a bane and a eutrſe to a republic; for vnleſs you.deſtfoy the 


one, you cannot. have the other, 


exalted rights of human nature.“ Are there then, moſt iljuſirigus 
EY Cincinnati, 


Again. They will «attend jnceſſantly to preſerve inviolate the 


1 5 


tures, and kierceft dangers 
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incinnati,. two ſorts of rights belonging to human nature?” "ig" 
there one kind, ſubordinate, and on a level th the bumblecondition |. 
of Plebeians ? and others more,exalied,, which the citizens are incapable” 
of prefers ing jo%iglare, without the incyſaxr werter of 4 tignified of 


der of patricians,? -. They muſt mean this or nothing, The people” 


of America, it ſepms, ire not ft to. be truſted; with their 080, a, 
bor, or tizerw Own . unleſs the Order takes the ſuperintg 22 
ence and direction of them. Can contradiftion. be ware Rroog and 


glaring ? Ia one moment they iniſlitute an orger, and raife- a es, 
which looks. down, as from an high moyntain, or all Nac 


They ha e laid in rvins that hne, plaip, level Nate of civitequalh 


1 
* 
over which the ſight of the .bebolder paſſed with pleasure; which” : 


— 


God laid out for our, uſe and happiaeſs, and 7 dur Lang zn 
the nature of a Republican government promiſed, ds; Ther fate 


violated all ; yer in the ſame breath, by way of a maſk thrown ever 


their doings, they ſpread before us the fine words laſt quoted; 


” * 


the diſguite is too thin: for in the name of Rea den, can any. Man u 


his {ſenſes believe that the remaining rights af the people whictr ace 


yet left untouched, will not be ig aged and violated, by men, hs. 


giſdaiping the condition of private citizens, as helo them, elt ir, 


. 


title? I 


aud mounted up to the elevated agd excluſive dignity of hereditary! 
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But ſay they, “ an order of yohility will give flreagth, duration,” _ 


and reverence to our government.?? Has not. the war of. America, 


- 


J ſay, convinced mankind that ſociety. ig the moſt trying, conjunt-, 5 


* 


firſi ſet out we had ſcarcely a diſtinction among us: for the body of* 
our people was chiefly compoſed of Veomanry. But though they 
| Had no titles nor badges, they ſoon produced excellent officers, fol- 
diers and. flateſmen : aud every. cornex.of. America, at this ede 

9 


can da better without them? When we 


abounds with men, as well militia as .continentals,” as capable. o 
comma ad in cavalry or iufantry, as any regular officers Europe can 
| boaſt of. This military virtue of gur citizens: their ſenſe of dign-' 
ty and cantempt: of danger; the gallant efforts they made: was hot 
this, I ſay, the oflepring the equality and independent temper of 
men, who fought for themſelyes, and. not ſor maſters; and whoſe 
ſpirit was not trammeled or broken down, by the opprefſion of, an' 
- Infolent nobility? This was. chat warm animating pride which dif- 
dained to look yp to any human creatur? as a ſuperior, which raiſ-" 
ed vs. armies, and fought campaigns without Pay. or covering: 
efforts ſd gloxious, ab never were, nor Can poſſibly he made by any” 
nation whers a nobility have got a confiderable foot ig. 


CA 
1 o 


But if this. arder an opr country, the generous; gallant 
da 


virtues gf the preſent, day will ſoon be extinguiſhed, never o appear” 
again. What Saluſt calls the common diſeaſe of 4 nobility, pobilifatis com- 
pune malum (bperbia & contemptor animus ; pride and inſolepce ON the 
ont hand, and qopprefſionanderinging habits on the other, will break 
the ſpirit: of opr.chjldred to ſuch a degree of debaſement, they 
would ſhortly | impreſſed in good carneft with the idea, that the 
independence of America was vom me dees ordained: that 
ſuch an effuſion of human liſe and human blood; ſo great a vari- 


ety of glorious atchievements ang honourable ſufferings through” 
the. war: that all this] ſay. was effected, not for the good of the: 
people, but for a few families. to aggrandize themſelves, and mo- 
popohze the power of the continent, and to enjoy. the fruits of it. 
The other pretext is, ** to promote and cheriſh between the re- 
ſpedtive ftates, Union and National Honour.“ Bat I have the h 
aur zo telt Baron Steuben; that thdügh an' order of peerage way 
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er ve. petty Pri es of Germany, yet in A * 
it ts N 9 * and ileng of being a bb 
of political union, 4 Hy on 5 — dy; prove' 4 ſoureę o crwil dif ig ' 
on and mn ry 15 effabliſtivg two 4/58 örders; one whoſe fond - 
dation is the Arty tbe other compoſes of the Cnet. Thb it 
©. theatre for i igpaminous gdiftinQtions, for jealouſy and — 
d epds in Te Fx.) between theſe patriciahs and the people; 
ws latter had pitit dee. And as the Order would be mw 
aGlifhed by e Ps world in leſs than an hundred gears, wo 
ce ate ng 4 race of men diftin& from the reſt of ſooiety, - 
with ihe e ke of all fixed ppon them, as objects of Tuch worſhip,” 
that it is 8 0 all improbable, bat our ehſidren Mould find the 
Cider 8570. e 1 of their inflitation into our pulpits, on- 
a jure — 7 In à few rations Hence, ſych ate the ex - 


42 7 Jasaneies 1 20 enter into t e heart of man, the peers of Cin- 
ett 1! ht confider — as deriving their ſineage from. 


t us examine the Rory of thoſe heroes celebrated ip the 
mortal poetas 6f, Homer and Virgil: Kripit of the bewitch- 
ms of poetry ; and” you tall find they afford not a better 
5 for idolatry 28d the FYahoo-lite 1 of men, than* 
gers of ov? Order. "The courage of Yeftor Sed in de. 

(on pF of his N againſt'a foreign Nies: e valour of 
W avenging an inſult to hos nation : Thg, piety of Eneas: 


e father and a le 4 mages of the Trajan out of 
fete his SF city: kay pe agreeable to truth and com-* 


fay that nm ie expo” have been equalled 
yh "Ting Enna, And it is equa 55 Peobgdee he Hy gd 
ogpet in t tne eke generation of American plebeians, ſuch 
1 —— idolatry, that er in the fervor of its operation 
| 28 25 e * wma ena gs wah man of the de Order to let u 
| 7 er id not be wanting to prof 
the tal bts "which God gave him, far the vile pu 2 E 
bing . * Y, as * 8 — e A tyrant w who ad 
1 yy the liberties ak +; WAI ** 9 
4 * ti at any rate wo an an e 5 
be Moen,” hone authorities, eien nd: ry Aud 
> whole copntry beides chomſeſvey, a'mer eh of p ebeinns; 
out weis 8 or ft 1 705 hr ded in' the“ eyes of it pattici- 


ne as He R oman ple * od "thetr republican, a 


5 


held t 9 as days, invh Diis im? rtalibus: ri: 
dot l 9410 N ods ; 9 95 the Ghcinnatf bon would 130 
. bominiation to . wien them This de radation' of 
«gpl. on one es d the infolehce of wy 8 te the o- 


in Row &, as "it would be with us lirical dif 
5 Ee EN 


ver ed ES that n it at ft it 6cca 


d ore, 1195 s [Help 43% Þ 4: df ach 
etween the Com AF an 1 as e order; 
. who. rag. th expul 93 90 gufns; e N 
Years, pr per I and tumuit 
og be th 2 ne 1 guy fortuge * 1 milifar 


t of rved jt {6 long f Fo ve lev go on.“ At fat when t 
FR 85 1 57 fr . ts open rapture by 


15 e 9 ery 
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0 0 tlie re broke out” with” Ace fr 
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| - hecomiog illuſtrious, by their feryices, they are exer ready 7 
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..of the moſt pernicious tendency2” The people firſt adore ther with 
2 Pia vegcration, which twells their pride;*' enables them to form 
_ faftions;" procure followers; create ditinfions; aßgrandize their. - 
 kamilies'; \plit"the Aare into diviſions, and like CSfat, Cromwell, 
and others, ander the [more they had created, raiſe themfelves to 
deſpotiſmi. This is the 1 9 85 wiſe republics, (veh citizens. 
were ſo often un ud july put out of the wey ; "baviſhed tneir 
counpy, or excluded from dignities* or influence.” And their fate. 
nd eclat Was thovght att ample reward to conſole them under it- 
Fr is probable therefore'that it was as'mach-through fear, ab re pub- 
Han virtue, that Cincinnatus and bis officers were reſtrained from 
ipflituting a new order” for I do not ſuppoſe. they were either bet-- 
ter or worſe than pur on. Only that republic had wiſe laws ta 
bridle the'atnbition and controut the facttond of. poteut citizens, and - 
N wes + ce SD OO SNPS 
rede it wilt be defied; that the Order is, what I to boldly af: 
fert it to be, . terdge, Sdme of its members aſſume the 
_ cloak of political modef * and under it 70115 that they are np more 
' datgerous than a city-corporatian of” ** ſhop · kee pers, tay lors, or 
Sthet mechanics; or Ike the Free Mafons and other clubs whe wear 
badges or medaty.29 Here we ſe&how ambition can affume all ſhapes” 
ind colours, ant hümble irſelf to the very duſt to accomplith its” 
Purpoſe !* © This moment tike upon them the ſaperinten 75 4 


. 
, 


* expire, FhE boron," vhioh and Bappineſs of nations, "and-the <xalted, rights 
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man nature ; and 'the very next, profirate chemſelves to the level 
of men, with whom to be compared on any ather occaſion, the Or- 
er Would deem an inſult Fſay, that à body re com: 
rafidets, diſtinguiſhed from the reſi of fociety under an inftituths 
: 39 on the illuſtrious acions of ſo fngular a e as that- 
* of America: thveſted withithe'texclufive- privilege” of weating a 
badge of their order, honourable: to themſelves, as it ig ignomini- 
ous ee pe 2 * above 3 8 among 
themſelves: Theſe, „are peers hs alm, Paten Fepni, and 
ive more or lets. ee Gn er Fei entailed gn the 
male iſſue, and in default thereof; on the elta, lime, makes it beri:- 
tary.” And whether it be inſtituted by the ſegif ture, who” along 
have the legal power to do it, orf be uſurpec "of the of cers, ic * 
makes no difference in its confequences,” Fot as I obferved before ; 
in one generation the order of 1 will be eſtabliſhed im, ö 
moveably.; The rank, number aud influence of the members; the 
remembrahes of their glorious tions, fill heigh teded by the pro, 
poſity of mankind' to the märvelloug: all this, T Ca, will raiſe the 
order to grandeur} antiquity; veneration and . power; ac. 
e. which will become hereditary with the pesragef agd once 
btained, not one family of them will ever*thinKof renbüöntieg, 
But in ſupport of the order it will be alledged, that the Rates 
I cangot pay the army, the offers will be contented” with this ve? 
die, and they will hot abuſe it © Tis: like thröwing à tub to & 
whale,” ſay they. Should thie* ſtates commit * 4 national ini” 


F vity, as not to pay their army, they merit etbr] 79 57 id t 
38 ha Dont Bal e Me IE And as to the ern r is, Ait“ 
1 fied, with the blue ribber, it is thEiatute of man ne ver to he e ntents 
0 _ ed with any thing, nor ſecure of what he has; unleſs he be perpetus 
3 ally adding. And as this order would flil be appreheniive of lol 
ing the exclufive honour and ſuflüence they had: they would eter- 
nally be caballiflf and working for more, to the diſquiet of Ee 
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veroment..” And admitting the preferit members would not abiiſe : 
it; is apy ont certain, that their chilgren will make no ill ufe of 
it? Tue officers can traüfmit to their poſterity, their fortunes, 
their reputation, 50 the peerage of Cincinnati; but can bey leave 
to them, as a 8 7 that virtue Which lately led them to eneoda- 
ter the hardſhips of 2 perilous war? Or when the prefenr genera- 
tien is off the age, will the (ons of our (Elf-ervated patrieians who 
will not experience the ad verſity their fathers bore in defendi 
t. eir liberties; will they, fudtug themſelees railed above their 
-peighbours; agree to deſcend, and hve on a ſooting of equality with 
them! Or ili they not rather, relying on kde rank and power of 
an ariſtberatie nohilfty, difdajumg private men, nor ſtauding in 
tear of public: da ws, cugfols-the offices, powers aud infloence- of the 
"republic, wr iv ſllould belong to the body of the people? Ot in 
dale any ambitious leader, or a few, ſhould threaten the liberties of 
the commons or Congreſs on à future day, inveFd with a re- 
venue, à fleet and army, attempt a point of conſequence :; will they 
not ſupport tne one or the other, as” it will be mofFlikely to Tup- 
port their order In ſuch a diſpute their weight” would turn ine 
ſcale; for the number of the peers of the order, reckohing Honoræ · 
ry members (which their good poliey would leid them to chooſe 
out of ti fir:t rue men) cagnot he fat mort of ten thouſand; aud 
as they will be the principal men in America, to fuppoſe that each 
can by vis influence, {of rag two or thi-e followers, who wilt ad: 
here to his intereſt and ſer vice, is a.reaſonable calculation. "Here - 
is 3 body of 20 or 39,000 men immediately; and every generation 
will ide adding to the number. a 


: * 


lad our officers lefs merit and claim to the Applauſe of their 
countrymen at home, and to fame abtozd, I mould not be ſo a- 
larmech at this bold eres of theirs: For a claſs of men of lit- 
 tl-worth, could neyer ha ve inffuence to render an inttitution of 

tuis nature dttrimenutal to the freedom of their country. ft would 
rather meet with ridievle, and dwindſe into nothing. But it muſt 
be remembered, that à ſeries. bf tacdy, gallant, ſplendid actions, 
through a fierce ami deſpergte cob flit; their toils and ſufferings: 
and their patience under them; and above all, the glorious ſuceefs 
which crowned the wbole have rendered the officers of the Ames 
riean army; the moſt eenowned band of men, that this day walk 
doi the face of the globe. And was it as welt acquainted as F am, 
with the temper of goodness and Humanity which rons thro? the 
whole'of tuen, they, would be as moch beloved as they are admir- 
eck. Their bravery the world knows: But as it is not foreign to 


my ſubject, 1 ſhall-give an example of their good ſenſe and philan- 
tiiropy, ona very eminent occaſivn; © It will be a confitierable aid 
th. me, while I try to give zu idea of heir general chutafterrt. 
© The fouthern army was encamped near ſackſonboroighy and 
covered opr afſembly in 17%, while it was driving down the con- 
Non buſineſs - which has-m ide ſo much noiſe; and out of whiet 
Ally multiply fo many u foreſeen mifchiefs. And it may be wor- 
rh} of remarking, that ſrom the comander down to the ruggeg, 
ragged centmel, the army in geperal eld that act in deteſtation- 
e officers mixed. with the members of bath houfes durtug the 

8 on, aud oppoſed the meaſure-with bool, gentlemat-like reaſon- 
og; weh believe was one caufe, rhat the Hit of tne poſeribeg 
was na larger thaw it. is. They could.,nat accovnt how the cit» 
Ade of South Carolina, whoſe fufferiigs la ted onl7 about 18 or 
8 months, and moſt of whom' had froty the beginning of the tron: 
bie been fpeeut ating eee e eee de arge f 
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ſuch a fierce thirſt for revenge, which they could not feel them- 
ſelves: They.who half naked add half farved, had paſſed thru? 
perils and neeeſſity, and without pap: or comfort fuffefed the ex- 
. tremities of climate, along fror the walls of Quebec” te the lines 
of Savannah, and many of whom, in provoſis and prifon ſhips; 
went thro? rhe fery trial of Britiſh inſoſence and barbarity :. they 
could not without grief and horror, behold the diflempered ra 
of their-countrymen, thruſting ont into utter ruin, their fellow ci- 
-tizens, without: ſo much as bearing what could be afledged in their 
defence. Their, manly.ſoubs, taught to bumble the defpo iſm of 
Britain, and bring het tyvants to their feet, dildained the. milera- 
ble triumph of entaiſing ſorrow upon women and children. e it- 
luſfrious men,! May, the hand of ,oppreGion never compel your 
tons to drink of the bitter cup of adverfity.!. Or thoutd the will of 
heaven deſtine them to ſuffer, may they find a friend to remember 
that their fathers were the friends of human nature under afflicti- 
on. May an hiflorian ariſe, who will think it a faſt as wor thy a 
man of genius to record deeds of goodneſs, as acts of valour ! Bu 
never, never, let ſo foul a ſtain be_faflened on the human charac- 
ter, as that the very men, who with unfading honour, reſcued the 
country. ſtom the galling yoke of fareig ders, ſhould lay the eorner 
None for erecting a. tyranny themſelves; = SR Crt 
My obſeryazions here po to prove, that the ordet of Cincinnati, 
compoled of our Major Generals, Brigadiers, and feld officers, re- 
inforced and firmly ſupported by all the potent families and leading 
firſt-rate-wen, in and out of the different Tegiſlatures and public bg. 
dies throughout America, whoſe inffuence and intereſt the deep pp- 
cy of the Order bas already deter mined to pre- engage as honorary 
members; that this body, I ſay, in conſequence of their merit, fer- 
vices, aud luſtre of charafter, forms à very broad and. ref pektable 
foundation for raifing a hereditary. nobility in America agg ar 
much more likely 49 berech it, than were the heads and: fir foun 
ers of ancient or modern nobility. io the old world, © 
Let us go 1 25 the ſopree of nobility among the Romans, and ſee 
whether it will bear a.compariſon with the Cincinoati, the fountaig 
of American-pecrage. Jn the firft age of that republic, they had no idea 
of inſtituting ſuch ar order. We have only to imagine a ſotiety e 
men, living in a ſtate of Emplicity,with fortunes on a leveł, each polls | 
ſing no more than t wo acres of ground. A few old men were choſea 
for the legiſlature :..diflinguiſhed for nothing but the experience 
years, and an affeftion they were ſuppoſed to have for the people: 
hence they were called perre:. or fatber;, Bat the deſcendents. of 
theſe plain homeſpun families, in a few years by copfidering them- 
felves as diſtinct from their fellow citizens; afſuming pretenfions ; 
forming family. unions ;. aud cementing them by intermartiages.: 
This polity alone, without title or badge of honor, laid in Rome the 
ſoundation of a nobility, witk fuch pride and thirſt of domineering. 
that even after monarchy. wel aboliſhed, hy the depofition of the Targuin 
fami'y, the people, by whoſe affiftance it was brought about, gain 
but little by the bargain. For the, great families having once go 
the government into their hands, and united all the powers of the 
monarchy and nobility in their own order: then I Tay, every patricien 
turned out a Tarquiny with this difference, that the whote ay w 
worſe, by as much as a thouſand tyrants are a greater curſe than 
ffogle one. | | g 


So ſimple and contrafted was the origin of peerage in that repyb- 
lic; as much inferior to the Cincinnati, the foundation of nobles in 


America, as the diſorderly, ptundering banditti, who firft_ built 
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their cabins on the foundation of Rome, were begesth a corps of 
#Wuftrious leaders, ſuch as Waſhington, Greene, St. Clair, Moul - 
ttie, Wayne, and the ceſt of them. The beginning of Roman do- 
bility may be compared to a ſm ill fpring which forms the head of a. 

tea: river; it made at firſt but a feeble ſtream; bot running ia a 

ag tract of time it acquiced ſtrength from other fivulets. But the 
Cincianati and its hoaorary members, is that iwer # ord nearly 
formed already ; broad, deep” and forteable;/ and ſwoln' to ſuch a 
height * that rolling on in e /ine, and bella, meanders, it would in 


2 Mort time riſe ee FB. as to overflow its banks, and lay 


the country round it in one ditmal fcene of ruin. 5 
As to the modern, nahility of Europe, it was formed out of the 
rude, barbarian Generals and ßeld officers of the Goth od Vandal 
army. Aad if we believe Robertſon, many of thoſe titles were, hke 
the Orncinnati; ſelf-created 9, The Britiſh nobles er Barons ſprung 
from the like origin.: end their orders of kaighthood particularly, 
hat the maſt filly, teifling beginning. The knighthood of the gat- 
ter took its riſe, it is ſatd, from the counteſs of ' Saliſbury, ia the * 
reign of Ed «ad, III, dropping her garter while ſhe was dancing. 
That of the Bith, from another idie flory. The order of St. An- 
drew; very n formerly, from a dream of a ſoperfittious prines 
of Scotland. That of St. Patrick, lately jnfiituted' amiang the Triſh, 
(ho, though it is only a liak in the chain 'which ties them down, 
ang, it ſeems, very fond of it,] from a legendary tale of a fanatic 
Preacher ; who, if he ever exifled at all, had not half the learning or 
merit of Whitefeld or Weſley. At leaft nobody will inf that the 
men or circumſtances which gave exiſtence to thoſe orders, were ſo 
likely to produce an berafirary diflinfion, ad the American Revolution 
the ann fame of whoſe exploits reſounds through 
» World. | pes, 1 22 N 
If we tract nobility up to the bead M Venice and other parts of 
2 we ſhall find it in every nation ſmall and contemptible but 
lat the very creatiag a public diſlinct order, uniform terminated ia 
every country, in ſervitude to the people For the conſequences of 
nobility all IF Europe, as it would ſoon turn oat is Americs, are 
deplorable. There: inflead” of being p'llars for {ſupporting th 
crown, as judge Blackſtone is pleaſed to call them, pers are Actual. 
ly tools and rivets for driving and clenching poverty, meaunet(s 
nd abaſement on the people who are chile and flanted by the 
noble families, as the bruſh and under wood in the foreſt, is over- 
ſhadowed and Rarved by the towering oaks above. '' 
But aft heugh the force of thoſe remarks is well known to men of 
ſenſe of the army, yet they cangot be contented with the reputation 
which their ſervices have ſecured to them, anleſs they appropriate 
an hereditary peerage. _ Excepr beir pay, I cannot fee any thing they 
want to ſatisfx them, unleſs that their eclat betag fo univerſal, po- 
pularity has, like a miſtreſs after poſſeſſion, loſt her charms 
n their eyes; they confider her too common, and ſee: ſome 
ther. beauty out of the ordinary” way. Are not their fel- 
ow-Citizens already as far below many of them, as the earth is 
low, the Heavens 7 Or can the glory of 2 human creature go 
igher, than it has catried fome of them? Is it not Enough that 
Abd EIN. | Ae . every 
t one Rep more compleated thelr uſurpations, and rendered 
de them, vaalienable, With an ambition no lef; exterprizing and 
more prepoſterous, they appropriated to themſelves titles of ho- 
nor, as well as offices of power and truff 
aq Hift, Cha. V. 1 v. p. 15. 
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rect muſe will ra ſe trophies over their orns, which neither: the 
_rEvolption of ages, nor r of fortune can de mali? But all this, 
it ſeems, is nothing to the/eH-grafping,infoarvating ambition of dur 
Generals aud field officers unlefs they have a guoine rire fivck upon 
- their farmly,and'a badge or bauble danghing at their button hole; 
which gufwers no other purpoſe in the worid but to imrodoce the 
misfortunes have been poiutiog our, and to draw upon them the 
well metited - ſuſpicion and jeatouſy of every man of any thought on 
the continent. Did theſe officers but confider what feputation and 
ſatisfattion they fly krom, they would diflolve. their inſtitution at 
once; and / down contented with the love zud veneration of their 
J VVV ⁊ , ger 3 A OI 
This order will in time prove "miſchievous throyghour the conti- 
nent; bit its effects will be ſooner and more ſeverely felt in Sourh 
Carolina :. and to ſhew this, I mall make a few cemarks onthe nature 
of dur confiitytion, as it ſtands at preſent. 1 
The government ofthis country, 4s formed by the confitytion . 
In 2775, was, fuppoſed to be: a demoeracy, If this was the caſe, 
$7 which 1 matt not diſpute, it naturally ran toto an ariflocracy,  Fhe 
6 nature of the ch mate and fertility of the ſoil :* The unequal diftiri- 
5 button of property: The gentry below holding ene goveromeit of 
{ the late through tbe war; and particularly, the want in the inte- 
rior ſettlements; of men of -knowledge and capacity for bufinets : 
ah this combined to eftabliſh-ths domigian and authority of a few 
below. But whatever its fort wax before the reduttion of Chartef- 
+, ton, it is this moment a pure, fimple arjflocracy; df about 1000 
or 1500 families. The reſt- of the citixens are excluded from any 
mare or interfecence in the government ; although moſt of them are 
matives capital ſettlers of gd fe wilies; good whigs: aud the de 
- ſeenderrts too of men, who: fir} planted this country, and helped to 
Faiſe it to its preſent Rovriſhing greatneſs, Tue reader may have to 
learn, that the ariftocracy, of $&wth Caroliga, is, aud wil}. continue 
to be beredvary ; for yniets the exctukon. aft be repealed; it will de- 
_ . Feend to the children okthoſe.w ho:now_ have the government in their 
hands while tne poſterity of the protection - men (as they are called) 
wilt be for ever ſhut dat, as 4 con ſequence of their tathers forfeiture 
and degradation under tbat law. * 5 ee 
This revolution (and F cannot call it by any other name) was 
effected by law, in the famous. Jackſouborough afſembly—whereby 
1 the great body of the e was debarred from the right of vot- 
| ing. The law js perpetual; au the enormous power it veſted in 
Bt: the ũ.ũ , was further augmented hy the Conbfcation 'AR, which 
bs | broke up fuiidry able families; and the Amercemert Law, ſuper- 
3 added infult and degradation to others: thoſe three laws, together 
be. if - wtih the nove diſtinction hich the few (et u between them: 
ſelves, and ſuch as made à temporary ſubmiſſion to the Britiſn ar- 
* my, ſeemed to have done every thing neceffary for contentrating in 
; tue few, the powers and weight of monarchy and of nobles. But the 
i utWfortunite Comment of this 'gountry recefved another blow from the 
Aſſemhly which. far laft January Toſtezd of redrefiing public ca» 
[ lamitie-, it degrajed the citizens, by forcirig them on the Hommi- 
8 i neceſſity of petitioning, and crirging, in order to get off 
| the lis Ther petitions, I would recommend to the peruſal of 
him who will write of our affairs: and it will give him the heart» 
,ake, if be poſſeſſes the independent, humans ſpirit. of a gentle - 
mag or can feel ho much more bitter than gall is the feverity, 
dend viler than favery itſelf, ie that debaſemeny, to which me- 
armed with power, and gesded on by paſony iscapabte of reduc - 
| {ao br abies Fab Goat nc 1 oY iag 
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ine a fellow,citizen, - The more we look-into the Jackfonborough. 
, . .þukineſs, tue more do the political misfortunes of it eroud upon 
1 our view: like a conflagration- in g city, to the ravages it has al- 
\ ready made; it is, according to the direion of the winds, hourly. 
3 adding more, that were never foteſeen nor thought of. And it 
2 may be truly ſaid to have turned its fury againſt the incendiaries 
e ho help to light it for moſt of them were flaydch republicans; 
n and pafonatly fond of liberty. But from their wanton, extrava- 
d g aut abuſe of their power as legiſlators, they have been the me- 
t fensbely cauſe,” that the very name of a eee or govern- 
ir ment of the people, now begins to be hateful and offene. 
| To apply the force of this remark here, I muſt obſerve, that iu 
is the jackfonborough proceedings, our keft-rate men were the 
h - ſeanlers and drivers, till the buſtaeſs was gone through. For the 
e ot ners with hearts fully beat on it, had not heads to contrive 
I miſchief of fuch magnitude. Bot after it was over, the gentry be. 
n low, -difeovered more inclination to unde what was paſt; and 
2. . were toueued more with compaſſibu than the other, for the miſeries 
de they had created. I believe this was more owing to the effects of 
1 education, which humaniſes the mind, than to policy, in the ways 
of -- of Which they ore not as yet ſufficiemly hackneyed, however the 
0 thing itſelf has gained them confiderable weigt.t, while the demo- 
18 : eracy is ſunk in ruin. For the generality begin to look up to the 
* few, as alone poſlefling the prudence and policy of a civilized peo- 
f- ple, and alone worthy of holding the reins of the republic; while 
00 the demberatie part of our Aﬀembly are eyed, as unfeelidg'and 
ny - fnconfiderate, aud making no feruple to abuſe their power; even 
Ire to thre trampling on the laws aud rights of their fellow Ines of 
1e ſor the glotiaus exploit of hunting down a Tory. In ort, thi 
to 27 as opinion and power, of the government, is oo the fide'of 
to »: ah 


earftocracy+: at the fame» time that ene ſpirit of the people is 
thoroughly broken. In other countries governments, like the hu- 
man body, ha ve had their growth, perfection and decay: but ours, 
1 like an untimely birth, ſuffered an 'abdrtion before jt was in ma- 
i -tacity ſjt to come into the word, I FF 
I - 11-1 Phefe remarks may appear trivial to ſome of my readers; but 


-- 


1 oy are wotthy, in my opinion, the attention of the phfloſopher 
vas 9 aud hiſtorian! They ſer ve to ſhew; that the freedem of a country 
by q may be overturned by cauſe; imperceptible to the multitude © and 
ot- ; that when popular affemblies are carried away by violent paſſions, 
in 1 andi ſtrike at perſons inſtesd of things, they are then cloſeſy werk- 
ich 4 ioag for the aggrandiſement of others,; and while they avenge par- 
per- he ty. injuries on petty edemies, only lay a. ſnare for that liberty 
her | which ſhould be held moff dear to them and their poſterity, © 
em: To bear fome thoughtleſs people ho ſt of our democracy, when 
ar- it does not exiſt, is pleafap * for our government, I have ffiewn, 
gin zs an ariſtroerae y: and will be in 3'few years as fierte and oppreſ- 
the | . Sve as that of Poland or Venice, if the Order of Cincinnati be ſuf- 
the fered to take root and ſpread in it, for it will compleat what the 
ea» | 8 policy has left dudone. “ Theſe freſh flips of no- 
1. _—_ _  vitity; will ſpring up, overſhade and prevent the growth and flour- 
* e 4" 7, 8 A EI I. 2 SF 8 . 8 ifſhing 
art» nit ſeems no one who took protection will be afmirted to the 
itle- 2 | honour of the Order Is not this affertitig a (uperiority, at once 
rity, g ruinous to the eqwality of a republic? If the peers of the Order 
mt MN 8 altezdy draw ſuch a line of ſeparation, I would not wiſh to iu. 
aac- | nuate to what Jengtits their children will carry the diſtinction a: 


ing Saint the poſterity of protefticn-men, * 


by . . 4 bk Fae; > T 1 * 
| * FF. A ET LS N Ra 
So * ** * —— — » R * #4 Ly * * AS. , 

1 * ; | 1 F — ; „ * 8 
14 CONSIDERATIONS 
14 | | , 
. — 3 Om V4 8+ 7? . . * „ * 8 x F 7 8 2 


iming of our youth; and ſoon cover under one dark ſhade of vile 
;nfignifcance and fubſerviency, the deſcendants of the middle and 
lower order of the virtuous few, and protetion-men; and after 
periſhing every fair plant throughout the fate, they will ſhoot 
Beth branches wide-fpteading on every fide: and finally yield 
Tuch bitter fruit, as will work a fatal poiſon to the hittle political 
BRealth and happineſs there 15 leit u. re. Were 
1 have proved T hope to the readers ſatisfaction, that the Cin - 
einnati creates two dilijaggt orders amongſt us. fl. A race of here- 
d. tary Nobles; founded on the military, together with the pow 
er ful families, and wh rag: men in the fate, whoſe view - 
it. Will ever be, wu; and 2d, The people or plebeians, whoſe 
only view i not to be oppreſſed; but whoſe certain fate it will be 
to {uffer oppreſſion under the inflitution : . I haye ſhewed that it is 
a deep laid coptrivance to beget, and perpetuate. family grandepr 
io an ariftacratie Nobility, te termigate at laſt in monarchical 
tyranny. And I ſhall now paſs on to point out the conſlitutional 
means of oppoſing it. A 
I feel ſenübly that the few remarks I have to make, are too hald 
and decifive to -meet the approbation. of Tome men. But if there 
be among my readers one, who merits the name of a-republican, 
I have the confidence to beheve his opinion will go aloog with mine. 
To cruſh this Qrder, then, without embroiling the ſlate, there is 
but one way. Let the legiſlature immediately enter inte (pirited 
reſolutions againſt it; let them tell the Order, and the world, that 
however pious or patriotic. the pretence, ye! any political combina- 
tion of military commanders, is, in a republican goverament, ex- 
tremely hazardous, and highly cenſurable. But that inſtituting ex- 
eluſive honours and privileges of an Hereditary Order, is. a dagi 
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government. And the lower claſs, with the city populace, will no- 
ver reaſon. on it, till they feel, the ſmart; and then they will have 
neither, the power nor capacity for a-reformation. - Beſides, the ſo- 
© Xiety. will have more adherents from another quarter than they art 
Aware of, The ſeeds of internal diviſion, and a variety of humours 
ate thick ſown in this country. The legiſlature bearing bard on 
. many families, and individuals: public and private partiality aud 
injuflice: malecontents biaſſed-in favour of monarchy ;. all this will 
raiſe a party, who out of hatred to the government of the people, 
will range themſelves under the banners of any man or lation, to 
Promote its intereſt, and be a veng e. 
Tneſe things I know too well, to entertain the vain. hope of any 
individval ſucceeding in oppohtion. - But although 1 foreſte the con- 
ſequences, yet I think it a point of duty to give this public teſtimo- 
ny of my diſlike to the Order. I truſt its members will parden me, 
if I ſhall ever hold it ignominious, that thoſe gallant citizens, who 
with as much yalour and perſeverante, though not with the fame 
cla“, as the continental officers, flepped forth and aſſiſted in ſub- 
duing the Lion, ſhould ſubmit to be degraded by creatures of their 
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Sc the foregoing publication was id the preſe, a ſet 'of Rules 
atid Bye. Laws of the Society of Cikcimmati eſt- bliſned im South» 
arolina,?* Have been printedand handed About in this eity. I have 
peruſed their rules and I am more convinced than ever, that the inſti- 
tution is one of the moſt extraordinary faRions, which the ſtory of 
republics furniſhes any account of; that my notion of it, my argu- 
ment on the fubject, and my 8 phrevy concerning its conſe- 
quences,' are well founded.- I ſhalt tranſcribe the fir role, and 
eoncelude with a few . RN ͤ oo HEE: 
„Tue State Society accedes to the propofitions and rules trat · 
mitted to Maj. Gen Moultrie, by Maj. Gen. Heath and Steuben, te- 
ſpectively, on the 20th May, and — day of June ſaſt; with this reſer- 
vation, that if the ſaid propoſi tions or rules, ſliould: by ary confiruRti- 
on be held obligatory on the ſoeie y, to interfere in any ſhape what- 
ſoe ver, with the civil polity, of this of any of the United States, or 
the United States in general, this ſociety will not deem theniſelves 
.bonnd thereby: They prizing too highly the civil liberties of their 
country, and their own rights as citizens, to conſent that a, mili- 
tary ſociety, ſhould in any ſenſe dictate to civil au horit ß, & 
Here is a candid fair acknowledgment, that no ftnall-danger wag 
to be apprehended to lurk under the inflitution of a military ſociety: 
They dilclaim, it is true, all finiſter views/ in _thetaſelves ; and ſ@ 
may the Grand Order, although they let the cat out of the bag too 
ſoon, make us the ſame fine promifes in ſome future refdldtion. 
Their prizing too highly the liberties of their country, and their 
own rights as citizens, is all the fecority we have againſt” them. 
But I would aſk men of knowledge among them, if there be one 
example in the world of an ambitious man or powerful faction, wo 
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to 1 theit deſtg us, did bot pretend to bd public renefat- 

tors; warm advocates tor the public; and wonderfully careful of 

the civil liberties of their coun: ry? Is not” this the ſureſt way of 

"undermiving ? Wen Cromwell and tis Major Generals, thofe 

ſcourges of monarchy, and champions for Popular / eee 
* 


when they were execyling their fine fehemes, did tney teil the 


they intended to vſurp the * though this „as their de. 
they amuſe even their own party witn preaching 


and canting t religion and liberty? Were their /yfurpations 


the leſs ſo, beeabſe' W OR? ſerved their Den; aud 


made fair promiſes ? 
' *Phefecond rule of the State Order, tells uy, *'the prineipsl end 
ce of the Society, is tomainta.u their fncig ent officers bd tneir wi- 
% dows, and to maintain and edueate therr indigent children 27 For 
«my own part, Lenatertaia not an idea of fucn degeneracy in tie ſtate, 
as to ſuppoſe it will not make a decent provifion for them. But fur 
the purpoſe of &charitable uſe, to entail a nobility on the Cinein- 
-nati, hie will enratt! bondage on the pevpley' is charity with 
*witne(s ! Tris like that ſort of benevolence-that would introduce 
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Captain Cook's Laff Voz age. 


-Juſt-Pobliſheds and now: Sting a at BELL» Roo 3 0 RE, near 
*; (8k. Paul's Church in Third-Streer. e 
and Oge Third of a Dollar. 
be Two VOLUMBS-complete, of this 82 erebraed 
71+ 7 Wears voyage being: an Authentic Narrative of 


5 Voyage to the Pacific Ocean: 


r by capt. Caok and apt. Clerke, in his Britannic ma jeſtyis 
, the Refolutſon and Diſcovery, in the years, £996, 1777, 
725 1779, and 1789. Fnclading-4 faitnful account of all their 
8 m this laſt voyage, the vafortunate death of captain 
Cook, at the iflznd of O-why-ce, and the return of the ſhips ro 
8 vader capt. Gore. + 
"Ala, a large Introduction, exhibiting an account of the ſeveral 
Voyages round the globe: with an ahſtract of the priocipal ex- 


peditions to Hudſon's Bay, for' the diſcovery of 'a Ne- wen 


© Pallage, B 20 Ofßcer on Board tbe Diſco very. 
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, lately . and no ſelling, Price one Quarts# Dollar, 


B=Lr's Sale Catalogue 


ot a lunge Coleftion of Newland Old Books, cęnftfling of held 
thouſand Volumes, in "Arts, Sciences, and atertaſpmens, for 
Perſous of all Deaomina 
-. each Book, now on Sale, at aid Bell's Book Store, near St. P 
Church, ig Third Street, 
4. Said Bell either 3 or ſells Books on Comm iſſton, for th 


who pleaſe ” employ him. 


8, with the (clling, Price nd i ? 


